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Bonelli’s Warbler. Spring (13-IV). 

Chiffchaff. 

Iberian Chiffchaff. 

IDENTIFICATION 
 

10-11 cm. Brown grey upperparts, with greenish 
tinge; white underparts; rump, edges of wing co-
verts and flight feathers yellow-greenish; white 
supercilium; pale legs. 

SIMILAR SPECIES 
 

Iberian Chiffchaff and Chiffchaff have dark legs 
and emargination from 5th primary. Willow 
Warbler has yellow underparts and without limit 
between rump and mantle. Wood Warbler has 
10th primary shorter than primary coverts and with 
contrast between the yellow head and upper breast 
and pure white underparts. Melodious Warbler is 
bigger, with uniform yellow underparts and broad 
bill on base. 

Willow Warbler. 

Bonelli’s Warbler.  Pattern of 
breast adn rump. 

10 

8 

7 

6 

5 

9 

4 

10 

8 

7 

6 

5 

9 



13070 Western Bonelli’s Warbler (Phylloscopus bonelli)  

1 

Javier Blasco-Zumeta  & Gerd-Michael Heinze  

http://blascozumeta.com http://www.aranzadi.eus 

Melodious Warbler. 

SEXING 
 

Plumage of both sexes alike. 

AGEING 
 

2 age groups can be recognized: 
Juvenile with fresh feathers; yellowish rump with 
diffuse contrast with mantle.  
Adult with worn tail and flight feathers (sometimes 
some fresh wing covert and flight feathers moul-
ted); yellow rump with distinct contrast with 
mantle. 
In spring, after prebreeding moult, ageing is not 
possible using plumage pattern. 

Bonelli’s Warbler. Autumn. Ageing. Wear and moult 
limit on tail: left adult; right juvenile.  

Bonelli’s Warbler. Autumn. Ageing. Wear of wing 
coverts: top adult; bottom juvenile.  

Bonelli’s Warbler. Autumn. Ageing. Wear and moult 
limit on tertials: left adult; right juvenile.  

Wood Warbler. 
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Bonelli’s Warbler.  Autumn. Juvenile (10-VIII). 

Bonelli’s Warbler. 
Breast pattern: top 
left in spring (13-IV); 
top right adult in au-
tumn (07-VII); left  
juvenile (10-VIII). 

Bonelli’s Warbler.  Autumn. Adult (06-VII). 

PHENOLOGY 

MOULT 
 

Partial postbreeding moult in breeding areas in-
volving body feathers and wing coverts; someti-
mes also tertials and tail feathers. Partial postju-
venile moult involving only body feathers. Both 
age groups have a complete prebreeding moult in 
wintering quarters (CAUTION: birds of both ages 
may retain some unmoulted flight feathers). 
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B o n e l l i ’ s 
W a r b l e r . 
Head pattern: 
top in spring 
(13-IV); midd-
le adult in 
autumn (06-
VII); bottom 
juvenile (10-
VIII). 

Estival   Residente 
Invernante    En paso 
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Bonelli’s Warbler. Autumn. Rump pattern: left adult 
(07-VII); right juvenile (10-VIII). 

Bonelli’s Warbler. Spring: pattern of wing (13-IV). 

Bonelli’s Warbler. Tail 
pattern: top left in spring 
(13-IV); top right adult in 
autumn (22-VII); left  
juvenile (10-VIII). 

Bonelli’s Warbler. 
Upperpart pattern: 
top left in spring (13-
IV); top right adult in 
autumn (07-VII); left  
juvenile (10-VIII). 
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Bonelli’s Warbler.  Autumn. Juvenile: pattern of 
wing  (10-VIII). 

Bonelli’s Warbler.  Autumn. Adult: pattern of wing  
(07-VII). 


