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Ring Ouzel. Adult. Male (05-X).

IDENTIFICATION

24-27 cm. Adult male black in breeding plumage;
pectoral band pure white; yellow bill with dark tip; in
non breeding plumage in winter with greyish edges
on feathers and dark bill with yellowish tip. Female
with dark grey plumage; pectoral band dark brown.
Some 1st year females without pale pectoral band.

Ring Ouzel. Pattern of
wing, tail and upper-
parts.

http://blascozumeta.com

SIMILAR SPECIES

The white pectoral band makes this species unmista-
kable. Females without white band recall a

Spotless Starling with has shorter tail and thinner
bill: Female Blue Rock Thrush has similar size, but
different pattern on flanks and underparts; Blackbird
has wing feathers without pale edges.

Blue Rock Thrush. Female.
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SEXING

In adult birds, breeding male with a white or light
brownish pectoral band; head and neck black or
brownish-black; in autumn feathers on head and
neck with brownish edges; body feathers with a na-
rrow pale edge (about 1 mm). Breeding female with
obscure brownish-white pectoral band; head and
neck dak brownish; in autumn feathers on head and
neck with paler edges; body feathers with a wide
brownish edge (about 2 mm) (CAUTION: some adult
females are very similar to males). In 1st year au-
tumn/2nd year spring birds, male with an evident
pectoral band, paler than underparts; female with
poor marked pectoral band, with the same colour
than underparts. Juveniles cannot be sexed.

Ring Ouzel. Adult. Sexing. Pattern of band on

breast: left male; right female.

Ring Ouzel. 1st year. Sexing. Pattern of band on
breast: left male; right female.

http://blascozumeta.com

AGEING

3 types of age can be recognized:

Juvenile has body feathers with pale tips; pale chin
and throat; pale mottled on tips of lesser and median
coverts; greater coverts with large whitish edge.

1st year autumn/2ne year spring with moult limit
between the inner changed greater coverts (narrow
pale edge) and the outermost unmoulted; tail feat-
hers with pointed tips; some females with unmarked
pectoral band.

Adult with no moult limits on wing; all the greater
coverts with narrow edge; tail feathers with rounded
tips.

Ring Ouzel. Ageing. Pattern of breast: left adult fe-
male; right juvenile (photo: Alex Fonollosa).

Ring Ouzel. Ageing. Pattern of wing coverts: top
adult female; bottom juvenile (photo: Alex Fonollosa).
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Ring Ouzel. Ageing. Pattern of tips of tail feathers:
left adult; right 1st year.

Ring Ouzel. Male. Ageing. Moult limit on wing co-
verts: top adult; bottom 1st year.
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Ring Ouzel. Female. Ageing. Moult limit on wing co-
verts: top adult; bottom 1st year.

MOULT

Complete postbreeding moult, usually finished in
September before migration. Partial postjuvenile
moult including body feathers, lesser and median
coverts and a variable number of greater coverts;
some birds can moult tertials; usually finished in Oc-
tober.

Ring Ou-
zel. Extent
of postju-
veni-le
moult.
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] some birds

PHENOLOGY

eIV Vv VEVIEVIT X X XX

M Estival [ Residente
M Invernante [1En paso
http://www.aranzadi.eus 1



Javier Blasco-Zumeta & Gerd-Michael Heinze

U

Zientzia elkartea

11860 Ring Ouzel (Turdus torquatus) <> aranzadi

Ring Ouzel. Juvenile (14-VIl) (photo: Alex Fonollosa).
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Ring  Ouzel.

Adult.  Head
pattern:  top
male  (05-X);

bottom female
(10-1).

Ring  Ouzel.
Head pattern:
top male (01-XI);
middle  female
(07-X);  bottom
juvenile (14-VII)
(photo: Alex Fo-
nollosa).
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Ring Ouzel. Adult. Crown pattern: left male (05-X);
right female (10-1).

Ring Ouzel. Crown
pattern: top left male
(01-Xl); top right fe-
male (07-X); left
juvenile  (14-VII)
(photo: Alex Fonollo-
sa).

Ring Ouzel. Adult. Neck pattern: left male (05-X);
right female (10-1).
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Ring Ouzel. Neck
pattern: top left male
(01-XI); top right fe-
male  (07-X); left
juvenile  (14-VII)
(photo: Alex Fonollo-
sa).

Ring Ouzel. Breast
pattern: top left male
(01-XI); top right fe-
male  (07-X); left
juvenile  (14-VII)
(photo: Alex Fonollo-
sa).
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Ring Ouzel. Adult. Upperparts pattern: left male (05-X);
right female (10-I).

Ring Ouzel.

Upper-
parts pattern: top left
male (01-XI); top right
female (07-X); left ju-
venile (14-VIl) (photo:
Alex Fonollosa).
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Ring Ouzel. Adult. Tail pattern: left male (05-X); right
female (10-1).

Ring Ouzel. Tail pat-
tern: top left male (01-
XI); top right female
(07-X); left  juvenile
(14-VIl) (photo: Alex
Fonollosa).

Ring Ouzel. Adult. Male: pattern of wing (05-X).
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Ring Ouzel. 1st year. Female: pattern of wing (07-X).

Ring Ouzel. Juvenile: wing pttern (14-VII) (photo:
Alex Fonollosa).
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